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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 9/28/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Page 18, paragraph beginning with "The Examiner identifies": 

The applicant argues that the common data cited is not common data, but is 
instead websites. Matheny (column 4, lines 29-32 and 49-52) teaches that the triggers 
sent by the Information Store (220) synchronize the content of a webpage with a 
broadcast program, wherein the template can be locally stored on the user's STB. The 
examiner is interpreting the template as an html page that can be seen by the example 
of a trigger shown on column 4, line 59-60, which meets the limitation of common 
information stored on a STB. 

Page 18, last paragraph: 

The applicant argues that Matheny does not teach the specific output data 
disclosed in the claim. Matheny (Abstract) teaches a system wherein a user is 
prompted with a question related to commercial that was just displayed for the user, and 
if the user answers the question correctly they are rewarded. The portion cited by the 
examiner teaches the answering of the question, but transmitting the log file up to the 
Information Store. If the user answers correctly, a specifically addressed message is 
sent to the user to inform them of their reward (column 4, lines 14-32), and this unique 
message is interpreted as specific output data. 
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Page 20, questions at the top of the page: 

1 . The commercial in IVIatheny is the program related output 

2. The templates are common to the questionnaire and the rewards. 

3. The specifically addressed reward is considered a unique output. 

Page 20, paragraph beginning with "Moreover*': 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine 
the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to dp so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, the option of 
having "flashier advertisements" which would include the interactivity taught by Matheny 
would be a valid motivation for combining the reference with Holman. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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1. Claims1-4, 7-9, 11-14, 17-29, 21-24, 26-29, 32-34, and 36-38 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Holman in view of Matheny. 

Referring to claim 1 , Holman teaches an interactive method for generating a 
supplementary, program-related output, comprising: 

obtaining a programming signal (Column 9 lines 18-32 teaches encoding a broadcast 
signal with information in the VBI for example and a broadcast signal contains 
programming); 

obtaining a supplementary, program-related data signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 
teaches encoding a broadcast signal with information/coupon data in the VBI, Column 6 
lines 5-13 teaches the supplementary data is related to the program); 

combining said programming signal and said supplementary, program-related 
data signal into a broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches combining coupon 
data in the VBI of a broadcast signal which contains programming data); 

broadcasting said broadcast signal from a program signal source (Column 9 lines 
10-32 teaches receiving a television signal transmission ); 

receiving said broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-33 teaches the signal is a 
television transmission signal/broadcast signal and Figure 1 teaches an antenna and 
Column 9 lines 42-47 teaches the signal can be RF which also is a broadcast signal); 
performing said programming signal of the received broadcast signal with reproduction 
equipment for an audience (Figure 1 element 96 and Column 3 lines 48-51); 
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storing said supplementary, program-related data signal of the received 
broadcast signal (Column 6 lines 20-38 and Column 10 lines 45-53 and Figure 3 
element 128); 

enabling retrieval of said stored supplementary, program-related data signal 
interactively with said programming signal being performed (Column 6 lines 39-64); 
and 

responding to a control signal actuated by a member of said audience tuned to 
said programming signal being performed to interactively retrieve said stored 
supplementary, program-related data signal and to generate said supplementary, 
program-related output (Column 6 lines 54-64 teaches the system allowing the user 
who at some point was tuned to the programming signal to output the coupon related to 
the program onto a smart card by pressing some buttons). 

Holman does not disclose a method wherein a plurality of supplementary, 
program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output data and specific 
output data, with said common output data being common to at least two of said 
outputs, and said specific output data being unique to said outputs, respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data; 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal; 
and 



Application/Control Number: 10/080,949 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2623 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal. 

In an analogous art, Matheny teaches a method wherein a plurality of 
supplementary, program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output 
data (column 2, lines 50-55; column 4, lines 49-52) and specific output data (column 3, 
lines 59-62 and 66-67; column 4, lines 1 and 28-32), with said common output data 
being common to at least two of said outputs (column 2, lines 50-55), and said specific 
output data being unique to said outputs (column 3, lines 59-62), respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data (column 4, lines 59-60); 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal 
(column 2, lines 50-55); and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal (column 4, lines 49-52 and 59-60; figure 2, part 260). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use add the common and specific data taught by Matheny to the method 
disclosed by Holman. The motivation would have been to allow for flashier 
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advertisements, by storing the common information on the STB, to get the user to view 
the advertisements (Matheny: column 1, lines 65-67). 

Referring to claim 2, depending on claim 1, Holman teaches the interactive 
method of claim 1, wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal includes all 
data necessary to produce a human-perceptible output (Column 6 lines 5-20 teaches a 
user request being made to store the coupon and because of the logo on the screen). 

Referring to claim 3, depending on claim 2, Holman teaches the interactive 
method wherein said output of said stored supplementary, program-related data signal 
comprises printing (Column 10 lines 58-66 teaches the coupon can be printed). 

Referring to claim 4, depending on claim 2, Holman teaches the interactive 
method wherein said output of said stored supplementary, program-related data signal 
comprises electronic recordal in a portable device adapted for use in a reader (Column 
10 lines 58-61). 

Referring to claim 7, depending on claim 1, Holman teaches the interactive 
method, wherein said control signal is generated by a handheld, remote control device 
(Figure 2 element 43 and Column 8 lines 51-55). 
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Referring to claim 8, depending on claim 1, Holman teaches the interactive 
method further comprising generating an indication responsive to said supplementary, 
program-related data signal being received in said broadcast signal to alert the 
audience that such a supplementary, program-related output is interactively available 
with the received programming signal being performed (Column 6 lines 5-12). 

Referring to claim 9, depending on claim 8, Holman teaches the interactive 
method wherein said indication is visual (Column 6 lines 5-12). 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Holman teaches an interactive method for generating a 
supplementary, program-related output from a broadcast signal that is a combination of 
a programming signal and a supplementary, program-related data signal (Column 9 
lines 10-32 teaches combining coupon data in the VBI of a broadcast signal which 
contains programming data), said method comprising: 

receiving said broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-33 teaches the signal is a 
television transmission signal/broadcast signal and Figure 1 teaches an antenna and 
Column 9 lines 42-47 teaches the signal can be RF which also is a broadcast signal); 

performing said programming signal of the received broadcast signal with 
reproduction equipment for an audience (Figure 1 element 96 and Column 3 lines 48- 
51); 
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storing said supplementary, program-related data signal of the received 
broadcast signal (Column 6 lines 20-38 and Column 10 lines 45-53 and Figure 3 
element 128); 

enabling retrieval of said stored supplementary, program-related data signal 
interactively with said programming signal being performed (Column 6 lines 39-64); and 

responding to a control signal actuated by a member of said audience tuned to 
said programming signal being performed to interactively retrieve said stored 
supplementary, program-related data signal and to generate said supplementary, 
program-related output (Column 6 lines 54-64 teaches the system allowing the user 
who at some point was tuned to the programming signal to output the coupon related to 
the program onto a smart card by pressing some buttons). 

Holman does not disclose a method wherein a plurality of supplementary, 
program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output data and specific 
output data, with said common output data being common to at least two of said 
outputs, and said specific output data being unique to said outputs, respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data; 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal; 
and 
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wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal. 

In an analogous art, Matheny teaches a method wherein a plurality of 
supplementary, program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output 
data (column 2, lines 50-55; column 4, lines 49-52) and specific output data (column 3, 
lines 59-62 and 66-67; column 4, lines 1 and 28-32), with said common output data 
being common to at least two of said outputs (column 2, lines 50-55), and said specific 
output data being unique to said outputs (column 3, lines 59-62), respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data (column 4, lines 59-60); 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal 
(column 2, lines 50-55); and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal (column 4, lines 49-52 and 59-60; figure 2, part 260). 

Referring to claim 12, depending on claim 11, see rejection of claim 2. 

Referring to claim 13, depending on claim 12, see rejection of claim 3. 
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Referring to claim 14, depending on claim 12, see rejection of claim 4. 
Referring to claim 17, depending on claim 11, see rejection of claim 7. 
Referring to claim 18, depending on claim 11, see rejection of claim 8. 
Referring to claim 19, depending on claim 18, see rejection of claim 9. 

Referring to claim 21 , Holman teaches an interactive method for generating a * 
supplementary, program-related output, comprising: 

obtaining a programming signal (Column 9 lines 18-32 teaches encoding a 
broadcast signal with information in the VBI for example and a broadcast signal 
contains programming); 

obtaining a supplementary, program-related data signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 
teaches encoding a broadcast signal with information/coupon data in the VBI, Column 6 
lines 5-13 teaches the supplementary data is related to the program); 

combining said programming signal and said supplementary, program-related 
data signal into a broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches combining coupon 
data in the VBI of a broadcast signal which contains programming data); 

broadcasting said broadcast signal from a program signal source (Column 9 lines 
10-32 teaches receiving a television signal transmission); 
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receiving said broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-33 teaches the signal is a 
television transmission signal/broadcast signal and Figure 1 teaches an antenna and 
Column 9 lines 42-47 teaches the signal can be RF which also is a broadcast signal); 

performing said programming signal of the received broadcast signal with 
reproduction equipment for an audience (Figure 1 element 96 and Column 3 lines 48- 

51); 

enabling access to said supplementary, program-related data signal of the 
received broadcast signal interactively with said programming signal being performed 
(Column 6 lines 39-64); and 

responding to a control signal actuated by a member of said audience tuned to 
said programming signal being performed to interactively access said supplementary, 
program-related data signal and to generate said supplementary, program-related 
output (Column 6 lines 54-64 teaches the system allowing the user who at some point 
was tuned to the programming signal to output the coupon related to the program onto a 
smart card by pressing some buttons). 

Holman does not disclose a method wherein a plurality of supplementary, 
program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output data and specific 
output data, with said common output data being common to at least two of said 
outputs, and said specific output data being unique to said outputs, respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data; 
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wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal; 
and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal. 

In an analogous art, Matheny teaches a method wherein a plurality of 
supplementary, program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output 
data (column 2, lines 50-55; column 4, lines 49-52) and specific output data (column 3. 
lines 59-62 and 66-67; column 4, lines 1 and 28-32), with said common output data 
being common to at least two of said outputs (column 2, lines 50-55), and said specific 
output data being unique to said outputs (column 3, lines 59-62), respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data (column 4, lines 59-60); 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal 
(column 2, lines 50-55); and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal (column 4, lines 49-52 and 59-60; figure 2, part 260). 
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Referring to claim 22, depending on claim 21, Holman teaches wherein said step 
of enabling access to said supplementary, program-related data signal comprises 
storing said supplementary, program-related data signal of the received broadcast 
signal (Column 6 lines 20-38 and Column 10 lines 45-53 and Figure 3 element 128). 

Referring to claim 23, Holman teaches an interactive method for generating a 
supplementary, program-related output, comprising: 

obtaining a programming signal (Column 9 lines 18-32 teaches encoding a broadcast 
signal with information in the VBI for example and a broadcast signal contains 
programming); 

obtaining a supplementary, program-related data signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 
teaches encoding a broadcast signal with information/coupon data in the VBI, Column 6 
lines 5-13 teaches the supplementary data is related to the program); 

combining said programming signal and said supplementary, program-related 
data signal into a broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches combining coupon 
data in the VBI of a broadcast signal which contains programming data); 

broadcasting said broadcast signal from a program signal source (Column 9 lines 
10-32 teaches receiving a television signal transmission); 

receiving said broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-33 teaches the signal is a 
television transmission signal/broadcast signal and Figure 1 teaches an antenna and 
Column 9 lines 42-47 teaches the signal can be RF which also is a broadcast signal); 



Application/Control Number: 10/080,949 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2623 

performing said programming signal of the received broadcast signal with 
reproduction equipment for an audience (Figure 1 element 96 and Column 3 lines 48- 
51); 

storing said supplementary, program-related data signal of the received 
broadcast signal interactively with said programming signal being performed (Column 6 
lines 20-38 and Column 10 lines 45-53 and Figure 3 element 128); 

enabling retrieval of said stored supplementary, program-related data signal 
(Column 6 lines 39-64); and 

responding to a control signal actuated by a member of said audience tuned to 
said programming signal being performed to retrieve said stored supplementary, 
program-related data signal and to generate said supplementary, program-related 
output (Column 6 lines 54-64 teaches the system allowing the user who at some point 
was tuned to the programming signal to output the coupon related to the program onto a 
smart card by pressing some buttons). 

Holman does not disclose a method wherein a plurality of supplementary, 
program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output data and specific 
output data, with said common output data being common to at least two of said 
outputs, and said specific output data being unique to said outputs, respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data; 
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wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal; 
and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal. 

In an analogous art, Matheny teaches a method wherein a plurality of 
supplementary, program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output 
data (column 2, lines 50-55; column 4, lines 49-52) and specific output data (column 3, 
lines 59-62 and 66-67; column 4, lines 1 and 28-32), with said common output data 
being common to at least two of said outputs (column 2, lines 50-55), and said specific 
output data being unique to said outputs (column 3, lines 59-62), respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data (column 4, lines 59-60); 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal 
(column 2, lines 50-55); and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal (column 4, lines 49-52 and 59-60; figure 2, part 260). 

Referring to claim 24, depending on claim 23, see rejection of claim 2. 
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Referring to claim 26, Holman teaches an apparatus for interactively generating a 
supplementary, program-related output, comprising: 

means for obtaining a programming signal (Column 9 lines 18-32 teaches 
encoding a broadcast signal with information in the VBI for example and a broadcast 
signal contains programming); 

means for obtaining a supplementary, program-related data signal (Column 9 
lines 10-32 teaches encoding a broadcast signal with information/coupon data in the 
VBI, Column 6 lines 5-13 teaches the supplementary data is related to the program); 

means for combining said programming signal and said supplementary, program- 
related data signal into a broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches combining 
coupon data in the VBI of a broadcast signal which contains programming data); 

means for broadcasting said broadcast signal from a program signal source 
(Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches receiving a television signal transmission); 

means for receiving said broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-33 teaches the 
signal is a television transmission signal/broadcast signal and Figure 1 teaches an 
antenna and Column 9 lines 42-47 teaches the signal can be RF which also is a 
broadcast signal); 

means for performing said programming signal of the received broadcast signal 
with reproduction equipment for an audience (Figure 1 element 96 and Column 3 lines 
48-51); 
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means for storing said supplementary, program-related data signal of the 
received broadcast signal (Column 6 lines 20-38 and Column 10 lines 45-53 and Figure 
3 element 128); 

means for enabling retrieval of said stored supplementary, program-related data 
signal interactively with said programming signal being performed (Column 6 lines 39- 
64); and 

means for responding to a control signal actuated by a member of said audience 
tuned to said programming signal being performed to interactively retrieve said stored 
supplementary, program-related data signal and to generate said supplementary, 
program-related output (Column 6 lines 54-64 teaches the system allowing the user 
who at some point was tuned to the programming signal to output the coupon related to 
the program onto a smart card by pressing some buttons). 

Holman does not disclose a method wherein a plurality of supplementary, 
program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output data and specific 
output data, with said common output data being common to at least two of said 
outputs, and said specific output data being unique to said outputs, respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data; 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal; 
and 
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wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal. 

In an analogous art, Matheny teaches a method wherein a plurality of 
supplementary, program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output 
data (column 2, lines 50-55; column 4, lines 49-52) and specific output data (column 3, 
lines 59-62 and 66-67; column 4, lines 1 and 28-32), with said common output data 
being common to at least two of said outputs (column 2, lines 50-55), and said specific 
output data being unique to said outputs (column 3, lines 59-62), respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data (column 4, lines 59-60); 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal 
(column 2, lines 50-55); and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal (column 4, lines 49-52 and 59-60; figure 2, part 260). 

Referring to claim 27, depending on claim 26, see rejection of claim 2. 

Referring to claim 28, depending on claim 27, see rejection of claim 3. 
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Referring to claim 29, depending on claim 27, see rejection of claim 4. 
Referring to claim 32, depending on claim 26, see rejection of claim 7. 
Referring to claim 33, depending on claim 26, see rejection of claim 8. 
Referring to claim 34, depending on claim 33, see rejection of claim 9. 

Referring to claim 36, Holman teaches an apparatus (Figure 2) for interactively 
generating a supplementary, program-related output from a broadcast signal that is a 
combination of a programming signal and a supplementary, program-related data 
signal, said apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving said broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-33 teaches the 
signal is a television transmission signal/broadcast signal and Figure 1 teaches an 
antenna and Column 9 lines 42-47 teaches the signal can be RF which also is a 
broadcast signal); 

means for performing said programming signal of the received broadcast signal 
with reproduction equipment for an audience (Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches combining 
coupon data in the VBI of a broadcast signal which contains programming data); 

means for storing said supplementary, program-related data signal of the 
received broadcast signal (Column 6 lines 20-38 and Column 10 lines 45-53 and Figure 
3 element 128); 
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means for enabling retrieval of said stored supplementary, program-related data 
signal interactively with said programming signal being performed (Column 6 lines 39- 
64); and 

means for responding to a control signal actuated by a member of said audience 
tuned to said programming signal being performed to interactively retrieve said stored 
supplementary, program-related data signal and to generate said supplementary, 
program-related output (Column 6 lines 54-64 teaches the system allowing the user 
who at some point was tuned to the programming signal to output the coupon related to 
the program onto a smart card by pressing some buttons). 

Holman does not disclose a method wherein a plurality of supplementary, 
program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output data and specific 
output data, with said common output data being common to at least two of said 
outputs, and said specific output data being unique to said outputs, respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data; 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal; 
and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal. 
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In an analogous art, Matheny teaches a method wherein a plurality of 
supplementary, program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output 
data (column 2, lines 50-55; column 4, lines 49-52) and specific output data (column 3, 
lines 59-62 and 66-67; column 4, lines 1 and 28-32), with said common output data 
being common to at least two of said outputs (column 2, lines 50-55), and said specific 
output data being unique to said outputs (column 3, lines 59-62), respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data (column 4, lines 59-60); 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal 
(column 2, lines 50-55); and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined 
with said received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related 
output in response to said control signal (column 4, lines 49-52 and 59-60; figure 2, part 
260). 

Referring to claim 37, Holman teaches an apparatus (Figure 2) for interactively 
generating a supplementary, program-related output from a broadcast signal, 
comprising: 

means for obtaining a programming signal (Column 9 lines 18-32 teaches 
encoding a broadcast signal with information in the VBI for example and a broadcast 
signal contains programming); 
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means for obtaining a supplementary, program-related data signal (Column 9 
lines 10-32 teaches encoding a broadcast signal with Information/coupon data in the 
VBI. Column 6 lines 5-13 teaches the supplementary data is related to the program); 

means for combining said programming signal and said supplementary, program- 
related data signal into a broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches combining 
coupon data in the VBI of a broadcast signal which contains programming data); 

means for broadcasting said broadcast signal from a program signal source; 
means for receiving said broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches receiving a 
television signal transmission); 

means for performing said programming signal of the received broadcast signal 
with reproduction equipment for an audience (Figure 1 element 96 and Column 3 lines 
48-51); 

means for enabling access to said supplementary, program-related data signal of 
the received broadcast signal interactively with said programming signal being 
performed (Column 6 lines 39-64); and 

means for responding to a control signal actuated by a member of said audience 
tuned to said programming signal being perfomned to interactively access said 
supplementary, program-related data signal and to generate said supplementary, 
program-related output (Column 6 lines 54-64 teaches the system allowing the user 
who at some point was tuned to the programming signal to output the coupon related to 
the program onto a smart card by pressing some buttons). 
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Holman does not disclose a method wherein a plurality of supplementary, 
program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output data and specific 
output data, with said common output data being common to at least two of said 
outputs, and said specific output data being unique to said outputs, respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data; 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal; 
and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal. 

In an analogous art, Matheny teaches a method wherein a plurality of 
supplementary, program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output 
data (column 2, lines 50-55; column 4, lines 49-52) and specific output data (column 3, 
lines 59-62 and 66-67; column 4, lines 1 and 28-32), with said common output data 
being common to at least two of said outputs (column 2, lines 50-55), and said specific 
output data being unique to said outputs (column 3, lines 59-62), respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data (column 4, lines 59-60); 
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wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal 
(column 2, lines 50-55); and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal (column 4, lines 49-52 and 59-60; figure 2, part 260). 

Referring to claim 38, Holman teaches an apparatus (Figure 2) for interactively 
generating a supplementary, program-related output from a broadcast signal, 
comprising: 

means for obtaining a programming signal (Column 9 lines 18-32 teaches 
encoding a broadcast signal with information in the VBI for example and a broadcast 
signal contains programming); 

means for obtaining a supplementary, program-related data signal (Column 9 
lines 10-32 teaches encoding a broadcast signal with information/coupon data in the 
VBI, Column 6 lines 5-13 teaches the supplementary data is related to the program); 

means for combining said programming signal and said supplementary, program- 
related data signal into a broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches combining 
coupon data in the VBI of a broadcast signal which contains programming data); 

means for broadcasting said broadcast signal from a program signal source 

(Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches receiving a television signal transmission); 
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means for receiving said broadcast signal (Column 9 lines 10-32 teaches 
receiving a television signal transmission); 

means for performing said programming signal of the received broadcast signal 
with reproduction equipment for an audience (Figure 1 element 96 and Colunin 3 lines 
48-51); 

means for storing said supplementary, program-related data signal of the 
received broadcast signal interactively with said programming signal being performed 
(Column 6 lines 20-38 and Column 10 lines 45-53 and Figure 3 element 128); 

means for enabling retrieval of said stored supplementary, program-related data 
signal (Column 6 lines 39-64); and 

means for responding to a control signal actuated by a member of said audience 
tuned to said programming signal being performed to retrieve said supplementary, 
program-related data signal and to generate said supplementary, program-related 
output (Column 6 lines 54-64 teaches the system allowing the user who at some point 
was tuned to the programming signal to output the coupon related to the program onto a 
smart card by pressing some buttons). 

Holman does not disclose a method wherein a plurality of supplementary, 
program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output data and specific 
output data, with said common output data being common to at least two of said 
outputs, and said specific output data being unique to said outputs, respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data; 
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wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal; 
and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal. 

In an analogous art, Matheny teaches a method wherein a plurality of 
supplementary, program-related outputs comprise a combination of common output 
data (column 2, lines 50-55; column 4, lines 49-52) and specific output data (column 3, 
lines 59-62 and 66-67; column 4, lines 1 and 28-32), with said common output data 
being common to at least two of said outputs (column 2, lines 50-55), and said specific 
output data being unique to said outputs (column 3, lines 59-62), respectively; 

wherein said supplementary, program-related data signal combined with said 
programming signal includes said specific output data (column 4, lines 59-60); 

wherein said common output data is pre-stored locally with respective members 
of said audience for retrieval rather than being broadcast with said programming signal 
(column 2, lines 50-55); and 

wherein said pre-stored common output data is retrieved and combined with said 
received specific output data to generate said supplementary, program-related output in 
response to said control signal (column 4, lines 49-52 and 59-60; figure 2, part 260). 
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2. Claims 5, 6, 15, 16, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Holman in view of Matheny as applied to the claims above, and 
further in view of Kitsukawa. 

Referring to claim 5, depending on claim 2, Holman fails to teach the interactive 
method wherein said programming signal is for a commercial to advertise a product, 
said human-perceptible output is a reward related to purchase of said product, and said 
supplementary, program-related data signal is a reward data signal. 

In an analogous art Kitsukawa teaches the interactive method wherein said 
programming signal is for a commercial to advertise a product (Column 10 lines 37-43), 
said human-perceptible output is a reward related to purchase of said product (Column 
10 lines 43-50 teaches receiving coupons for products and services in television 
commercials), and said supplementary, program-related data signal is a reward, data 
signal (Column 10 lines 51-54 teaches receiving the coupons at the same time as 
program scenes and Column 5 lines 29-37). 

At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious for one skilled in 
the art to modify the television coupon distribution method of Holman using the 
commercial coupon reward method of Kitsukawa for the purpose of allowing the 
consumer to save money on particular products during particular times (Column 2 lines 
1-4, Kitsukawa). 



Referring to claim 6, depending on claim 5, Holman teaches the interactive 
method wherein said human-perceptible output produced from said reward data signal 
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is a discount coupon (Column 6 lines 7-20 teaches the message/rewards signal on the 
screen is a coupon and a coupon by definition means a printed form, as in an 
advertisement, to be used as an order blank or for requesting information or obtaining a 
discount on merchandise). 

Referring to claim 15, depending on claim 12, see rejection of claim 5. 

Referring to claim 16, depending on claim 15, see rejection of claim 6. 

Referring to claim 30, depending on claim 27, see rejection of claim 5. 

Referring to claim 31, depending on claim 30, see rejection of claim 6. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, fiowever, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin E. Shepard whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5967. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571) 272-7331. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




